
Critics of U.S. farm policy
would cede our food production
to unstable places like the Third
World, but in these times does
any American want to depend
on the Third World for a safe
and abundant supply of food
and fiber?

The Washington Post printed a

story, dated May 5, 2002, citing

critics complaining that increased

help to U.S. farmers would frustrate

a "consensus" on helping Third

World agriculture. The question the

Washington Post never asked and

critics never bothered to

answer is:  Does any

American want to

depend on the Third

World for a safe and

abundant supply of

food and fiber?

Myth #4
U.S. farm policy is nothing but corporate welfare
benefiting only those receiving direct help.

“Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to our farmers and ranchers for helping
to ensure stability in our economy, for providing food products that amply
meet all our citizens’ needs, and for representing what is best about America.
They show the character and values that have made this country strong,
values of love and family, faith in God, and respect for nature.“

-President George W. Bush

The places in the world where
critics of U.S. farm policy would
have Americans depend on for
food are often places of political
instability that do not have the
safeguards on food safety that
Americans expect.

The outcome is increased anxiety

about foreign production methods,

at best, and heightened concern

about bioterrorism, at worst.

The United States is one of the few
countries in the world that has
never known widespread hunger.
Even the United States, however,
has had food shortages and has
rationed food to ensure all
Americans have enough to eat.

U.S. farm policy critics often point to

an abundance of food and fiber and

say, “never to worry.”  Likewise, a

December 1945 article of The
American Political Science Review
noted that, prior to Pearl Harbor, few

Americans gave serious thought to

food shortages and rationing.  But,

16 months later, the United States

government began rationing sugar,

processed foods, meats, and cheese.

That was just 61 years ago.  While a

lot has changed since then, including

methods of producing food and

fighting war, the unforeseen can

happen and the U.S. should always

be prepared with ample supplies of

safe food and farmers who know

how to produce it.

a g r i c u l t u r e . h o u s e . g o v

Soup lines and food
rations were a reality in
the 1930s and 1940s.

As President George W. Bush stated when he signed the bill, the 2002 Farm
Bill provides a safety net for farmers “without encouraging overproduction and
depressing prices.”

The same critics of U.S. farm policy predicted that the Agricultural Risk Protection Act,
which made improvements to the Federal Crop Insurance Program, would depress

prices by causing overproduction – and they were wrong. Since the Agricultural Risk

Protection Act was signed into law, total production of major crops has actually fallen –

not increased – by over 3 million acres.

The same critics of U.S. farm policy predicted that providing emergency economic
assistance to farmers over the last 4 years would depress prices by causing

overproduction – and they were wrong.

When comparing production in the year before

emergency economic assistance was offered to

production in the 2001 crop year, production of major crops
actually fell – not increased - by over 7 million acres.  The

U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates production levels

will remain unchanged from 2001 to 2002, the first year of the new Farm Bill.

The 2002 Farm Bill encourages farmers to produce for the market rather than overpro-

duce for farm bill benefits.

Since most help to farmers under the 2002 Farm Bill is consistent with the 1996 Farm Bill

and based on past production history rather than current production ("decoupled" from

current production), farmers are encouraged to produce for the market rather than farm

bill benefits, limiting incentives to overproduce.

To the extent there is any effect on production at all, FAPRI estimates it would be minute -

less than one-half of one percent.

According to Dr. Keith Collins, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's chief economist,

sharply increased world crop production beginning in 1996/1997 and the decline in world

economic growth in 1998 caused crop prices to plummet to current record lows.

In fact, larger factors such as world production and currency values, not U.S. farm policy,

drive price and production.

FACT #2
American consumers enjoy the safest, most abun-
dant, and most affordable food supply in the world
for 10.9% of income — less than consumers in any
other country. In any case, the 2002 Farm Bill cannot
depress farm prices and increase food prices at the

same time.

a g r i c u l t u r e . h o u s e . g o v

"Our farmers are the most
efficient in the world. In no
other country do so few
people produce so much food
to feed so many at such
reasonable prices.”

-President Dwight D.
Eisenhower

"It will not be doubted that
with reference either to
individual or national
welfare, agriculture is of
primary importance...
Institutions for promoting it
grow up, supported by the
public purse; and to what
object can it be dedicated
with greater propriety?"

-President George
Washington


